HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
since 1917, the record of Massachusetts
stands as a conspicuous example of the
efficacy of vaccination in preventing
smallpox, and as an unanswerable chal-
lenge to those who doubt its value.
California also affords a striking illus-
tration, but in a very different way.
Prior to 1911 vaccination was manda-
tory, and smallpox never reached epi-
demic proportions. The disease was so
well under control that the people lost
sight of its possibilities and were in-
fluenced by the active campaign waged
by the organized opponents of vacci-
nation. The health officials tired of at-
tempting to enforce a law which had be-
come unpopular; so the law was repealed,
and since 1911 California has relied
upon quarantine, notification, isolation,
and voluntary vaccination for protec-
tion. These measures, as usual, have
proved to be Inadequate, and what was
prophesied has happened. The cases,
held in the hundreds in the years of com-
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